INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER
his disciples gave up, at any rate for the time being, the
attempt to discrimiate special abilities. An intelligence
quotient measures an average of the individual's intellectual
powers, what M. Qapar&de calls the " global" intelligence.
When we classify children according to age and intelligence
quotient we are only putting together children alike in
average ability. They may yet have great individual
differences, as two countries may have the same average
height yet very different distributions of mountain and
valley.
At about the same time that M. Binet's work began to
attract attention, Professor Spearman had already carried
out some of the experiments, and drawn some of the con-
clusions, which have led him to enunciate his Theory of
Two Factors. According to that hypothesis, anyone's
ability in any particular form of mental activity is the
sum of two factors, one general and common to all mental
processes, the other specific and peculiar to that particular
activity. Spearman's "g" or general ability is properly
so called (if his theory be confirmed) for it is really general
to all activities. It is the lowland from which the moun-
tain peaks spring, whereas what is measured by Binet
Tests is a hypothetical average height of the mountains.
On a psychological profile Binet's average measure,
daparede's global intelligence, is a horizontal line running
through the zigzag, with some actual performance points
below it, some above. Spearman's general ability is,
loosely speaking, the horizontal line below which no per-
formance falls. A third line suggests itself, the line through
the topmost peak, the height to which some special talent
rises. All three are important educational data. Spear-
man's concept is of peculiar theoretical importance, but
its actual consideration in psychological literature has
involved to such an extent the use of mathematical devices
from statistics and the theory of probability, and is to so
great a degree the subject of controversy (in which the
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